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Ramon John
Hnatyshyn

1934 - 2002

To live in hearts we leave behind is

not to die at all. unknown

Remembering...

by Mary Cherneskey

Ramon John Hnatyshyn, 68, passed away in
Ottawa, December 18, 2002, being widely eulogized as
“a great Canadian.” Although he personally saw himself
as “average,” he left a commendable legacy in
government and law, and as the recipient of high posts.
“Ray” was famous for the humorous touch to his
leadership and compassionate fellowship.

Throughout his life, Ray Hnatyshyn followed in his
family’s footsteps. Like his father, John, (who came to
Canada from Ukraine, as an infant, in 1907) Ray was
involved with law and politics, together with community
projects. Through their mutual friend and mentor, John
Diefenbaker, both attained prominence. John
Hnatyshyn’s 1959 appointment to the Canadian Senate
made him the first and only Ukrainian-born person in
that post.

Ray’s mother, Helen, held executive positions in
Ukrainian women’s groups, as well as on the Council
of Women. There, she

ensured the first-time presence of a woman from
Ukraine (in whose selection | participated) at the 1997
Ottawa assembly of the International Council of Women.

As had his father, so too did Ramon Hnatyshyn have
an association with the Senate, proceeding through the
Upper Chamber from a 1958 position as an executive
assistant, to a 1989 appointment to the highest post
in the land. The 31-year interval between low and high
appointments was spent by Ray in law and
government, and by the community, in activism. It took
specific efforts by knowledgeable activists, such as
Oksana Bashuk, to add the dimension of community
involvement to the Hnatyshyn contributions, for the
1989 momentous happening to occur. Oksana’s
question, put to many: What do you think of Ray
Hnatyshyn for G.G.? was ultimately answered by Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney, with his announcement in
December, 1989, of Ramon John Hnatyshyn as
Canada’s 24" Governor General. Upon his untimely
death, 13 years later, this Saskatoon native would lie
in state in that hallowed Senate Chamber, second only
to Georges Vanier to be accorded that honour.

progressed through all four
levels of the organization, from
local to international, serving
as National President and
International Vice-President. At
the 1993 Ottawa celebration of
100 years of the existence of
the National Council of
Women of Canada, Ramon
Hnatyshyn, in addressing the
gathering in his vice regal

True to his fashion, Ramon
Hnatyshyn, as the Queen’s
Representative, was visible as
never before and there was a
Ukrainian touch to his coat of
arms. The first Western leader to
make an official visit to newly-
independent Ukraine, in 1992, he
included a side-trip to his father’s
birthplace, Vashkivtsi, in
Bukovyna. This he described as

capacity, paid tribute to his
mother for sharing her
community activities and experiences, with her family.
He publicly acknowledged this sharing to be the most
significant of all influences on his own role in
community and political affairs. Through the Dr. Helen
Hnatyshyn Memorial Tribute, the National Council

“the most outstanding
experience” in his five-year
tenure as Governor General. On our own official 1992
trip to Ukraine, my husband, Morris and I, also had an
opportunity to visit the province of Bukovyna where we
were hosted by “their” John Hnatyshyn, a relative to
the Canadian family. In their “high places” tradition, this

Sgt Joanne Stoeckl
















































































































Embroidery from the Hutsul region of Ukraine.

Using vibrantly dyed wool - often blue

motifs provide a thick cover over garments made of

stitch is common.

yellow, red, brown and black-

’

boiled wool and sheepskins. The half






